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LAURIE MARQUET - FORMER CLERK OF THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL AND CLERK OF THE 
PARLIAMENTS 

Condolence 

HON KIM CHANCE (Agricultural - Leader of the House) [3.01 pm]:  I would like to express my sincere 
condolences on the recent passing of Mr Laurie Marquet, the former Clerk of the Legislative Council.  Laurie 
was born in 1946 in Christchurch, New Zealand, and first came to Western Australia after service in the New 
Zealand House of Representatives.  As members now all know, Laurie had been battling a terminal illness and 
he died on 22 April at Royal Perth Hospital.  All members will be aware of Laurie’s 23 years of service to this 
house and to the Parliament as the Clerk of the Parliaments.  Those of us who had the privilege of working with 
Laurie will always remember him for his outstanding contribution to members of Parliament collectively, to the 
institution of Parliament and also to members personally in the outstanding quality of guidance and advice that 
he was able to offer to each of us.  For many of us, Laurie was an important counsellor in our working lives.  He 
was a source of advice and wisdom, and was a man with a rare and incisive mind.  Whether it was his knowledge 
of a common law or current Australian jurisprudence, Laurie’s expertise, wonderful humour and tremendous 
insight was a crucial bulwark in the legislative tradition that we all rely on.  I hope that all members and, indeed, 
the broader Western Australian community will be able in future years to look back on Laurie’s contribution, his 
life here among us and his contribution to this house and the Western Australian community through the lens of 
the outstanding contribution that it truly was. 

HON SIMON O’BRIEN (South Metropolitan) [3.03 pm]:  The opposition and the state Parliamentary Liberal 
Party wishes to associate itself closely with the sentiments expressed by the Leader of the House.  Laurence 
Bernhard Marquet, known to all members universally as Laurie, was born in Christchurch, New Zealand, in 
1946.  He was qualified in law and to his formal qualifications he added something extra by way of life 
experience, which ultimately worked to the advantage of this Legislative Council.  Laurie had an encyclopaedic 
knowledge of Westminster parliamentary practice.  To his formal qualifications and encyclopaedic knowledge, 
he then added experience in several Parliaments.  When all of that was combined, it made him a very fine officer 
of this Parliament, Clerk of the Legislative Council and, indeed, Clerk of the Parliaments in Western Australia.   

Many members in this chamber will have known Laurie for many years and served with him in and around this 
chamber.  Indeed, for members of my vintage - there are quite a few of us in this chamber - our total experience 
of the Legislative Council, until comparatively recently when Laurie resigned, was dominated in large part by 
his presence.  In a moment I will give a personal anecdote about that, which I think might help members to 
recapture some of that spirit of the Parliament when Laurie was the Clerk.  Before I do that, I will make some 
brief remarks on behalf of the Leader of the Opposition, Hon Norman Moore.  I think it is true to say that 
Hon Norman Moore is unique among members, with one possible exception, in that he was a member before 
Laurie arrived.  Hon Norman Moore worked with Mr Marquet as a relatively new backbencher in government 
and in opposition.  He worked with him as a member of this place, as a minister of the Crown, as Leader of the 
House and as Leader of the Opposition.  Unfortunately, Hon Norman Moore is absent from the chamber this 
week on urgent parliamentary business elsewhere, and his one regret about that would be that he is not available 
today to make some remarks to reflect very fondly on his long association with Laurie Marquet.  It falls to me to 
note for the record that if Hon Norman Moore, the leader of the Parliamentary Liberal Party in this house, were 
present, he most certainly would want his appreciation of and friendship with Laurie Marquet recorded.  I am 
pleased to place those sentiments on the record.   

In relation to the personal anecdote that I promised to give a moment ago, I remember, as a relatively junior 
backbencher and a newish Deputy Chairman of Committees, being in the chair that you, Mr President, now 
occupy as Deputy President when from the floor of the house came a demand on a point of order for a ruling in 
the midst of a heated debate.  Of course, that is when a presiding member justifies his or her existence.  I 
considered the matter with some urgent whispered advice from the Clerks Assistant at the table, all three of 
whom I think are present as I speak.  While considering the important point of order in the small time frame 
available and under some pressure as a junior member, I heard the characteristic sound of some steps issuing 
from the Clerk’s office across the passage, tramping with some purpose behind the chair and up to the shoulder 
at the entrance to the chamber just behind the screen.  Coincidentally, just at the time that I was making the 
ruling, consistent with the very good advice with which I had been provided by the Clerks Assistant at the Table, 
the maker of those footsteps was obviously satisfied with what he had heard and I heard the rustle of his gown 
together with the sound of his footsteps receding to the office from whence they had come.   

I have taken a few minutes to tell members that story because it puts the human experience to my acquaintance 
with Laurie over the years, and I hope that that serves to help people to understand the relationship that we all 
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shared with Laurie.  It was not only a professional experience, but also a personal one.  He will be missed and I 
offer my condolences to his family and associates. 

HON GEORGE CASH (North Metropolitan) [3.12 pm]:  I also want to associate myself with the condolences 
expressed by the Leader of the House and the Deputy Leader of the Opposition.  I knew Laurie Marquet for 
more than 20 years, and very early during our friendship I recognised that he was one of the pre-eminent 
constitutional lawyers in Australia and I also learnt at that stage - very early again in our friendship - that he had 
no peer in Australia when it came to knowledge of parliamentary law and procedure.  I think that knowledge was 
highlighted by the fact that during Laurie’s period as Clerk of the Legislative Council, every Premier and every 
Leader of the Opposition sought his advice on issues of the day and clearly, during his 23 years as Clerk of the 
Legislative Council, every member of this house has sought his advice on a face-to-face basis on various 
parliamentary issues on which they needed advice.  That advice was always very sound advice straight down the 
middle in the unique style that Laurie was always able to deliver.   

I remember when I moved from the Legislative Assembly to the Legislative Council in 1989 - I came here as the 
Leader of the Opposition - I developed a very close working relationship with Laurie in his position as Clerk and 
I recognised his unique ability to judge and almost pre-empt the political play that developed on various issues.  
That ability to judge the political play was unique to Laurie and it was one of the reasons that later, when I was 
the leader of the government in the Legislative Council, Laurie would call tripartite meetings between me, as 
leader of the government, and John Halden, as the then Leader of the Opposition and the leader of the Labor 
Party in the Legislative Council, to discuss various issues.  I referred to a tripartite committee!  Obviously I was 
a member of it as was John Halden, but the third member was Laurie Marquet in his capacity as Clerk, but I 
think more realistically as the leader of the Clerks’ party and, indeed, the leader of discussion on matters that 
needed to be resolved.  As I said earlier, Laurie was always able to come up with solutions that would assist the 
government and the opposition to resolve various differences and make sure that legislation went through this 
house in an orderly but speedy manner. 

I also had the opportunity of travelling to a number of Presiding Officers and Clerks Conferences with Laurie 
Marquet, and it was at those conferences that I saw the very high esteem in which Laurie was held by his fellow 
Clerks from around Australia and, indeed, internationally from those Parliaments that follow the Westminster 
system.  More than that, I saw the high regard they had for him as a constitutional lawyer and an expert in 
parliamentary law.   

I was pleased to see at Laurie’s funeral on Thursday John Evans, who is the Clerk of the Legislative Council in 
New South Wales, and Wayne Tunnecliffe, who is the Clerk of the Legislative Council in Victoria.  They were 
good enough to attend that funeral and pay their respects on behalf of Clerks generally in Australia to Laurie’s 
great achievements as a Clerk of an Australian Parliament.  It was also very good to see some former members 
of the Legislative Council at the funeral, as well as Hon Giz Watson who will speak in a moment.  We attended 
that funeral along with former members of the Greens, including Hon Chrissy Sharpe, Hon Dee Margetts and 
Hon Robin Chapple.  The Greens party, being a minor party in this House, was indebted to Laurie because he 
was often a very good sounding board on the legislative process to bounce things off.  I was also pleased to see 
former Presidents of the Legislative Council, Hon Clive Griffiths and Hon John Cowdell, at the funeral.  In fact, 
three former Presidents, me being one of them, and the current President attended the funeral to honour the 
person for whom we had tremendous respect, and who showed himself to have a magical quality when it came to 
knowledge of parliamentary law and parliamentary procedures in this country. 

I put on record my sympathy to Graham Crabb, Laurie’s partner, and Laurie’s sisters, Rema and Marie.  I also 
pay tribute to Janeen Robertson, who worked as Laurie’s personal assistant for many years.  She gave Laurie 
support that was rock solid during her period as his personal assistant and later as a very true and trusted friend 
she was very close to Laurie during his illness.  I for one am much the better for having known Laurie Marquet 
and I trust he will rest in peace. 

HON MURRAY CRIDDLE (Agricultural) [3.16 pm]:  I also put on the record my condolences to Laurie’s 
family.  I did not realise he had passed on; I was out of the country at the time and so it was a surprise to me to 
hear of his death when I returned home.  His contribution to this Parliament and to this House has been 
enormous and I acknowledge the fact that he was very well respected, not only here, but across Australia and, as 
Hon George Cash has said, in other countries also. 

His advice to me in the Parliament was of enormous assistance to me and I am very appreciative of it.  He also 
gave me very sound advice on the committee work of this House.  He had a great knowledge of that area also.  
Laurie was here when I became a member in 1993 as a very green parliamentarian and I was fortunate to be able 
to obtain the benefit of his experience and advice in those early years until now.   
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His quality of service and his knowledge in law in this State have been beneficial.  The Parliament has benefited 
from his service to us and I pass on my condolences to those closest to him. 

HON BRUCE DONALDSON (Agricultural) [3.18 pm]:  I also want to associate myself with the condolence 
motion of the Leader of the House.  I came into this house in 1993 as green as Hon Murray Criddle and all of a 
sudden I found myself as Chairman of the Joint Standing Committee on Delegated Legislation and as I was 
pretty green, Laurie gave me a tremendous amount of advice during that time.  When we wished to travel as a 
committee - there were eight members and two staff - we were blocked by our then Premier, Hon Richard Court.  
The vote around the committee table was that either all of us or none of us went - not half and half.  Laurie 
suggested that I put in a report to this house seeking the funds to travel.  I did that, and the house agreed.  The 
executive government was not very happy with what we had done, but it was done in the correct manner.  Laurie 
said to us that if the house agreed, what we were going to spend and where we were going was transparent.  That 
was very valuable advice to me.  For the following four years I was Chairman of the Legislation Committee, 
which is quite involved, and Laurie was a great person from whom to seek advice.  The committee sought advice 
on many occasions from him.  He was always able to talk about the finer points of law and legislation.  I will 
always be grateful for the way in which he helped us during that time. 

I also came very quickly to realise how much he defended the role of the Legislative Council.  He was a 
tremendous defender of the customs and usages of this house, and he believed passionately in the role of this 
house and what he saw as the role of committees.  With his persistence, and with the support of the Presidents 
from 1993 onwards, the structure of committees of this house changed.  We now have an excellent committee 
system that is very highly thought of and that produces some excellent work.  He also assisted a number of 
members who were trying to improve the sitting hours of this house, including through getting rid of the 
afternoon tea!  He was committed to seeing this house operating as professionally and as efficiently as it could. 

It was interesting to hear the Leader of the House the other day talking about the categorisation of bills, whereby 
the Leader of the House, the Leader of the Opposition, the Whips and the leaders of the Greens and whatever 
other parties were around at the time would decide which bills were controversial and of which were not and 
could go through very quickly.  I was most interested to hear the Leader of the House the other day talk about 
moving back down that pathway again.  This was interesting, because the system got off to a reasonable start and 
then seemed to fall in a hole for some reason.  Some of the bills that we thought were non-contentious actually 
were very contentious indeed.  However, it was Laurie’s passion to make sure that we were delivering the 
service expected by the wider community from a house of Parliament.  He will be long remembered for the 
achievements that this house made during his tenure as Clerk.  I add my personal condolences to those of the 
Leader of the House. 

HON GIZ WATSON (North Metropolitan) [3.23 pm]:  I add my own voice and those of my fellow Greens to 
this condolence debate.  I have had the benefit of more than eight years of advice and friendship from the former 
Clerk.  I know my colleagues feel very strongly that their thanks and acknowledgement be placed on the record.  
As Hon George Cash has said, four of the five Greens who held office in the last Parliament attended Laurie’s 
funeral.  Hon Christine Sharp drove up from Balingup to be there.  Laurie was someone from whom the Greens 
had a particular opportunity to gain support and advice.  I did not know anything about Parliament when I was 
first elected to this house, so for me it was of quite some interest and intrigue to learn about this person called the 
Clerk who was available to offer impartial advice to any member.  I had no idea how the system worked.  Right 
from the outset I found Laurie very personally supportive and encouraging.  I will miss his advice and friendship 
greatly. 

His dedication to the Parliament and his understanding of democratic processes and institutions was invaluable 
to me and the other Greens in understanding some of the intricacies of the law, particularly in areas such as 
constitutional law.  I also reaffirm what Hon Bruce Donaldson said about Laurie Marquet’s work with the 
committee system of the Legislative Council.  In the nearly nine years that I have been a member of this house, I 
have seen the committee process become much more professional, effective and efficient.  It has been of great 
benefit to democratic processes in this state that the committee system in the Legislative Council now works so 
well, and this is in large measure due to Laurie’s vision.   

The extent of Laurie’s knowledge and experience, particularly during some of the more challenging debates of 
which I have been a part during the past nine years, has been invaluable, as has been the fact that he was always 
available.  He worked extraordinarily hard and long hours, and could always give assistance and advice at very 
short notice on virtually any piece of legislation before the Parliament.  A visit to Laurie for advice was usually 
not a short affair.  It usually involved receiving a lot of information about all sorts of other things that I may not 
necessarily have asked about.  It was inevitably part of an audience with Laurie to be availed of all sorts of 
information that, while exceedingly interesting, was not necessarily relevant. 
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It is fair to say that the end of Laurie’s life was extremely difficult and a personal tragedy in many ways.  It has 
been a privilege for me to be able to spend some time with him in his last few months, and to repay some of the 
support he offered to me personally in this Parliament by offering friendship and support to him when he so 
desperately needed it.  Being part of the last few months of Laurie’s life has been a reminder of our own human 
frailties.  It has been a privilege for me to have the honour of spending time with him, while gleaning some more 
stories and insights into who Laurie Marquet really was.  I thank him for the opportunity of sharing that.  I finish 
by offering my sincere condolences to his partner Graham and his immediate family.  

THE PRESIDENT (Hon Nick Griffiths):  I thank members for their observations.  Laurie Marquet was the 
Clerk of this house for more than 23 years.  During that time he was very devoted to the institution.  He was a 
champion of the Legislative Council, and stood up for it on many occasions, some of which caused him 
difficulty.  He was courageous in what he did for the Legislative Council.  In particular, he championed the 
development of practices that have improved the work of the Council.  I must take issue with Hon Bruce 
Donaldson, although I should not do so as President!  However, I am sure that Laurie would appreciate my 
observation.  I do not think for one minute that Laurie Marquet would have countenanced anything as drastic as 
getting rid of afternoon tea, because he was a champion of our customs.  I trust that Hon Bruce Donaldson will 
forgive me, but I know that Laurie will be looking down on us here and would appreciate the observation I have 
made. 

Like other members who have been here for some little time, I appreciated Laurie’s guidance, his grasp of 
parliamentary practice and procedure, his superb intellect and his capacity to deal with constitutional issues.  
Hon George Cash referred to the pre-eminence that Laurie held throughout Australasia for his knowledge and 
reputation as a Clerk.  I think he was the longest serving Clerk of the Legislative Council and in that role he 
provided great service and moulded together, I believe, a great team.   

I offer my condolences to his partner, Graham, and his family.  I had the privilege of meeting them at the funeral 
last Thursday.  It is always difficult meeting a partner and family members under those circumstances but it 
tends to give one an insight into a very great human being.  I think we will miss him.   

I ask honourable members to be upstanding to pay their respects.   

[Members stood and observed a minute’s silence.] 
 


